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FormerBostonCelticstopsat BrightElementary
to talkaboutsettingagoodexamplefor others
By Chistopher Rocdrio

never had to look too far to find his
rolemodel.
;
WALTHAM- Former BostonCeltic
"My father, The Rev. c.L. White. is
J0Jo White knows a thing or haru my hero." he said. "l didnl lnow
about heroes, having shared the when I was little that I would use a.ll
court with many accomplished
ath- ofthe shrfhe taughtme in raisingmy
letes. However. Friday morning at own children. He preparedme to be
Bright Elementa.ry.\4/hile told sec- a father."
ond- and third-grade shrdents he
\ryhitewas at Bright Fdday to read
DAILYNEWSSTAFF

from "The Boston Celtics Hero
Book." a projecl recently compjered
by the CelticsWomen's GrouDthal
helps children identjfy characteristics they admte in orher people,
while at tre same time encorirafng
them to displav fiose same chaiarteristics.
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Celtic talks about being a hero
HEBO.FromA1
"lt's a w0nderfii opporhnity
for the children to think about
their own role modelsand how
they can copy some of those
Dositivecharacteristicsin their
own llfe," said Bright principal
DeborahAhlman.
White was accompaniedby
the book's author. Ellen Sabin.
and boih discussedqualities of
heroes, which included
courage,having big heaxtsand
being a hard working, focused
and cormitted individual.
"It was an honor to participate with the CelticsWomens
Group in creating this book,"
Sabin said. "Not only does it
promoteliteracy, but alsohelps
kirls identi$ their role models
and act like them to be the best
they can be."
When White asked students
who their mle modelswere. answers vaxied from Abraham
Lincoln to David Ortiz. white
saidwhile it's okayto travewellknown heroes,there axeeverydayrole modelsthat existwithin
the Waltham community, such
as parents and teachers. Becauseyou never know who you
may be influencing,\{hite also
stessed the importance of alway'ssetlinga goodexamplefor
others.
'You
can be a hero for anyone,it just dependson how you
a.Ltand carry yourself,"he said.
"Make sure you all do goodwith
your lives because someone
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ElenSabin,lefr,authorof "TheBoslonGefticsHett BoolC'andCeHcalegerdlo ro white'ansrer
questions
Schoolin WalthamFriday.
frumsecondandthid gradersat BdghtElerrcntary
may want to follow in your footsteps."
Ablman said it was an extremely thrilling experienceto
have someone]ike \Vhite come
and talk to Bright students,especialy a.boutsuch an important topic.
"He's somebodyI've admired
my whole life, and not just for
playing basketball, but for all
the goodhe doesfor youth in the
Greater Boston axea," said
Ahlman of \ryhite, who was
named the NBA FinaJs Most
ValuablePlayeras a memberof
the Celticsin 1976.
The CelticsWomen'sGroupis
an organization of parents,
wives and rnothers of Celtics

players, coaches, ownership
and management,which was
ihe phicreatedto help a.dvance
larrtlropic goalsofthe organization's Shamrock Forurdation.
Esta Epstein, CelticsWomens
Group book committee cochair, said 5,000 copiesof the
book are being given away to
local youth, including those at
Bright, and all proceedsfrom its
salewill go towaxdsthe fotmdation.
"The book is very interac'We're
extive,"Epstein said.
tremely happy with the way it
turned out."
\ryhite described"The Boston
CelticsHeroBook" asan artivity
book,diary and scrapbookall in

one. The back of the book also
featuresa sectionwith contibutions from former and current
Celticplayers,coachesand personnel describing who their
heroes are. Answers varied
from Paul Pierce salng his
mother is his hero. to Robert
Parish saying he's always
lookedup to NelsonMandela.
"Diflerent athletes axe inspiredby difrerentpeople,"said
While. "It letsus know that ahy
of us cor:ld be heroes for anyone,"
"The Boston Celtics Hero
Book" is availablefor purchase
at the TD Banhxorth Garden
and BordersBookstores,aswell
aswwwbostonceltics.com.

